[92 ict Poland/ In the markets they whispered that it was
Ms fault bread and salt cost so much. He was accused
of this and that—of treason to Poland, of trafficking
with the enemies of the land, of wanting to play a high
role. He answered such accusations with a proud silence
—and his work.
Thanks to his wisdom and tact, the misunderstandings
between Pilsudski and the National Committee at Paris
were smoothed out and in December Paderewski came
to Poland. At his instigation the Poles in Poznan rose
against the Germans who were still in possession of
German Poland, and expelled them. Pilsudski welcomed
this move and was especially pleased that the people had
done it on their own initiative, for he had no troops to
send them.
From Poznan Paderewski came to Warsaw. He ar-
rived at one o'clock at night and was greeted by wildly
enthusiastic throngs, many of whom had been waiting at
the railroad station since nine in the morning. There
was a long procession to escort him to the hotel. Every
one knew what a great patriot he was, that he had been
Poland's best advocate in America, that it was he who
had enlisted the support of Colonel House and President
Wilson, that it was he who was responsible for the
"thirteenth point."
The Conservatives, always Pilsudski's bitter enemies,
used any pretext to attack him. They charged that he
was against the Allies, that he was pro-German, that
he was a Bolshevist. They then sent a group of men
to the Belvedere one night to arrest him, though they
had no warrant. Their attempted coup d'etat failed to
upset his government and showed up the weakness of
the opposition. He forgave the conspirators generously
—a master stroke of diplomacy—and began negotiations
with Paderewski, not in surrender, but as the victor in
that little contest.

